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N. Z. The ſoljowing lines were not wrote inorder to be 
printed; but by the united Request of several Friends, 
he Author is preyaied upon tö make it Public, and begs 

that the bles sing of the LORD may attend them, not- 


withstanding the weakues: and unworthiness of the Per- 


— 
6— —„— 


nee 
a th 2 * „ A 7 


Tz . 


— 


don by whom they are wrote. 


—— — —— nn er nr nt — EF GETTIN 
- 5 - 2 ; : es - — — _ 
= * i x. F . 1 | . 1 
: EE 4 
- 7 4 4 


70 THE READER. 


THE SIGNS. in LONDOMW are here endeavoured to be, 
. SPIRITULIZED, with an intent, that when a person 
walks along the streets, instead of having their minds, 
fuled with yanity, and their thoughts amused with the 
trifling things that contfnually present themselves, they 

may be able to think of something profitable, and that, 
will tend to draw the Heart from Earth to Heaven; even 
the common signs at people's doors (if duly considered) 
hold forth a large field for Meditation; and we should 
always endeavour to be spiritual- minded, and pray 19 
the 5 (by every thing) to draw us nearer to himself; 

may he be pleased to make the following Lines useful to. 
same precious souls. n e 
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Helps for Spiritual Meditation. 


* sign of the Sun, should put us in mind of the Sun 
of Righteousness, even of that dear Lerd Jetus, who 
is transcendantly glorious than the sun shining in its meri- 
dian brightnest.— The Moon, which is continually waxin 

and waving, and never long the same, $hews the incon- 
Stancy and changing state of all things here below:—The 
Sign of the Star, should make us think of that star that 
Pointed out the place where our blessed Saviour lay, and 
also of the day-star arising in our hearts.-When it is the 
Sign of the Sewer Stars, which is called a Constellation, let 
us think of the Constellation of Graces that shine in the 
person of the Redeemer ; seven is also an emblem of per- 
fection, and in Chris: Jesut there was all perfetion.,—From 
the Lion, one may think of the Lion of the Tribe of Jui 
who prevailed to open the book and to loose the seals: a 
lion is possessed of great strength, and so is Chris ; for tho? 


the gates of Heaven were shut, and fast bar'd. against sin - 
ners, yet he, by his Almighty sttength, opened the gates, 


that the righteous nation (made so by him) might enter in; 
and he has 1emoved all the bars, every obstacle of the way. 


From the sign of the lion, one may also think of Satan, 
that great adversary of our souls, who goes about as a roar- 


ing lion seeking whom he may devour.— The Lamb helds 


torth the Lamb that was slain; he who died for sinners, 


that meek Lamb of God, that was dumb before his mur- 
derers, as a sheep before his shearers is dumb. Here is a 
pateern for us, for us wandering sheep, who were the cause 


of all his sufferings: O may We fellow the Lamb aubbitberso- 


ever be goeth.— An Angel denctes the Angel of the everlast- 


Ing Covenant: This angel of the Lord used, in the Old 
Testament times, to appeur unto men, but afterwards he 
was more fully revealed, and was manifested in the flesh, 


and in a little while he will rand and 5xvear there shall be time 


ve N. ev; The sign of the Gros dhe nd make one remember | 


„ . what our dear Lord suffered for us, and may we never gl | 
I dut in the Cross of Chrizt/, and let us take wh our Crois dai 
2 follow him;—A Crown. is an emblem of the Crown of 
Glory," which in a little time shall be plaged on the head 
of every sincere followes of Chrizt ; and also of the Crown 
of Thorns that pierced the blessed Redeemer's head. The 
sign of the Bib: should make us think of that book of Gad, 
and meditate upon the divinity and excellency of it.— The 
Oliur Branch is an Emblem of Peace, and in the time of 
the Flood it was te shew the waters were abated; and 
the coming of Christ intd the world, the wrath of God 
towards sinners is abated, that every one that comes thro? 
him shall Fe saved.— The sign of Adam and Eve, is a sad 
sign of our fall; O! when we see that, may we think of 
the dreadful distance we are from God, by nature, and con- 
tinue so, till drought nigh by the blood of Christ. O thou 
Adam! what hast thou done ? how dost thou plunge thy 
poor unbera posterity into misery? And we are so wretch- 
edly polluted, as hy our actions to approve what thou hast 
done. A Trumpet may put one in mind of the sounding o 
the last Trumpet, which shall awake the dead, and the 
shall come forth, and stand before the Judo, some shall | 
be doomed to shame and everlasting contempt, but others 
shall shine as the stars for ever and ever..--A Hart may make 
one think of those two texts of Scripture, one is in Psalms, 
As the Hart panteth after the water brooks, 10 longeth my soul for 
thee, O Cad; and the other is in Solomon's Song, Make basre 
my beloved, and te thou like unto a rot, or to a young Hart, upon 
the mountrins of sþices : but these denote an earnest longing 
of soul after the Lord, and may we follow. hard after Gad. 
A Cock should put us in mind of the Fall of a great Saint, 
who thought he stood strong, and that his faith never could 
have failed him, so as to deny his Loxpd ; But let him that 
thinketh he sStandeth take heed leit be fall, — The sign of the 
Dove should mske us think of this text, Be ye harmless as 
Doves, and it holds forth several of the Chrittiau ornaments ; 
it is innocent, pure, and undefiled, quite harmless in its 
nature, and an emblem of constancy ; and these things we 
are to strive atter. When the Holy Spirit descended upon 
Chriit in a bodily shape, he chose to assume that of a Dove. 
An Eagh: is a bird that soars on high : and O that believ- _ 
ers was but to have their hearts more aspiring upwards, and 


% 
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ore ed on heaven : the Bagle can gaze uon the Sun, 
When-shiding in all its splendar, and may we, by falth, be 


dontinually gazing 


The sign of the Hacbor is applicable to Faith, that anchor 
of the soul that 7» Horh rure and stuggfant, and enterub into 
vhbat withir' the weil, takes even hold of Chriit, and firmly 
fastens the soul to him - A Dig may put one in mind of 
he great fairh of the Syrophenetbian woman, and also of her 
umilitys she did. not seem aury, though Christ, as it 
were, valled her a Dog, but went on earnestly persisting in 
er request: Let us go and do: likewise 3 and whatever dis- 
oldirugements we may meet with in religion, still impor- 
tu ately goon. A Raven is an emblem of a Natural Man, 
livihg'\upon the carrion' of his sins.— The sign of the Fox 
may make one think on CanisT's words, when he said, 
The Foxes haus holes, ana the birds of (the: air haut nests, but 
: the Son of Main hatb nor where to lay his bead; it is sad to think 
that the subtile Fox should have better accommodation than 
He in whom there is no guile.—A Sp, which swiftly flies 
before the wind, shes how swift our lives pass away ; 


no cthe Key of David, mentioned in the Kewelations, which 
«Crit had; and when he opens, no man can shut; and 
«when he shuts, no man can open: also, it may put one 
zin mind of the key of the Bottomless-Pit. -A Carul was 
-agentioned in Seripture, to shew how hard it was for them 
that bad riches to enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; 
tliey that have not this snare, ought to praise the Loa p 
for it, and they Who have, should pray that their riches 
my hot be for the hurt of their squls.— The,sigu of the 
rer indy put us in mind of three things: First, of the 
- "Tree on which the Forbidden Fruit grew, the tasting of 
which produced all our woe: Secondly, Of Believers, who 
ure Trees of *Righteoianass, and gars lite a J rec planted by 
the river of db that brings forth fruit in due season: and, 
Thirdly, Ot the Tree of Life, aubreh is in the mi dit of the 
Furadics of God, wwhote Haben ha” pt the bealiug of the nation; 
for the healing every sin disordered soul, Who by Faith 
-rplatks a ledf, aud applies it tothe wound made by sin.— 
rem the agu of the "Grarihopper one may think of the 
helplessness of Old Age, and how burthensome the most 


upon the Sun of Righteousuess, in all 
this glory and beauty, and mount up on wings as Eagles.— 


«they are indeed like the swift Ships. -A Key may be applied 


F 
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ATTY: e is described, it is mentioned, hat the 
hall 1255 burden ; 0d is it so? Oh then, How 


unßit a 1 it mae: be for. any great and important work: 


olomon might well exhort ee to Remimbor their Cider 
7 in the days of ! their uth, while” the vil days come not ; The 


rass hopper may also put us in mind, how little, how in- 
15 be Sat 4 in the sight of Gop : Laiab sait, The 
nhabitants of the earth are as Grasshoppirs,— The sign of the 
Aale 3 | 5. a how destitute of every good we came into 
we came in a wanting condition, both as to 
the word — Spirituals : the wants of the former kind our 
11 8 can generally supply, but those of the latter, none 
ut Gon,—The sign of the Black, is an emblem of the 
dreaiful blackness and deformity of thesoul, and how much 
of the nature of the Devil we have, and nothing can make 
1 white but the blood of Jeu; and washed in that, tho? 
black as hell before, we shall become pure and fair.— A 
Horse has great strength, and yet that is a vain thing to 
save a man, and whatever we put our trust in short of Gop 
(in an allusion to Revelation the 6th] the White Horse, with 
the Son of Gov, going forth conquering and to conquer, 
will aftcight us; the Red Horse of his Power will appear 
before us with a sword, to take awa 20 peace; the Black 
Horse of bis Justice, with the ba „ will terrify us, 
because when we are weighed in the! lance we skall be 
found wanting ; and at last the Pale Horse, with his rider, 
Dear g, will come and fetch us away; and Hell follows 
close after it, to take in all those that have not made the 
Loa p their fear, nor him their trust.— The Nose denotes 
the Rose of Sharon, the dlest Immanuel; is that flower sweet? 
so is He; and every believer, in some measure, experiences 
his sweetness and fragrancy; is that beautiful ? 80 is Fle |! 
Yes, as Dr. War rs says: 
7 he fatrest of ten thouſand fairs, 
"Arun among ten thousand stars. 


Wn may ex ay ry Chriszian be enabled to say with: an 
"be tion ; This is my 2 and this is n friend, A 2 
ain shbuld put us in mind of our eins, and of the ever - 
bleszed Jesus: First, of sin, which has kept flowing from 


the time it entered into the world, and ever will, till time 


ting + 


giatbe, 
. — — 


. 


zhall be no longer yes, and to an eternity it will continue 
Erg for the damned in Hell will never cease from sin; we 
hear t 


ey gnawed their tongues. from pain, and blasphemed 
the Gon of Heaven; sin is a corrupt fountain, the pollution 
runs into the veins of every son and daughter of fallen Adam: 
Oh how filthy, how abominable, how loathsome does it 
make us in the eyes of a holy Gad. But, Secondly, Bles- 


sed be the Logp for ever and ever, there is another Foun- 
* tain of a very different kind, a Fountain open for sin, and 


for uncleanness; a Fountain to wash in, and to cleanse our 
guilty souls ; a Fountain always open, continually running, 


- ever flowing. This fountain 1s the precious blood of Jeu; 


here is comfort for a sin-sick soul, this is the dalm of Gi. 
kad : Jesus is the Fountain, he is the only Saviour; the 
leprosy of Naaman was to be cured, by washing seven times 
in Jordan: so the Leprosy of sin is to be cured, by washing 
eontinually in the Fountain of CHRIST's blood; by wash. 
ing in Jordan, Naaman's flesh came again as the flesh of a 
little child; and with washing in this Fountain, our souls 
will be Regenerated and New Born. This Fountain flows 
forth in many streams, and these revive the weary travellers 
in their way to. Canaan ; water is of a cooling refres hing 
nature, and so is Chri „he has quenched the flames of Hell, 
so that they cannot possibly kindle upon any redeemed soul. 
O what would those wretched souls give that are gone out 


of the world unpardoned, with all their sins lying upon 
them! what would they not be glad to give, were it in 
their power, hut for one drop of water to cool their flam- 


ing tongues ; and yet that small alleviation to their misery 
they cannot obtain; but those purchased by the blood of 
CarisT can say: | 


O what hath Jes us bought for mes, 
Before my rawisb' d eyes, | 
Rivers of Life divi;a 1 zee, 
And Streams of Paradice. | 
There is no want of any thing to the Log p's pcople, for 
he is ever doing for us; this should endear him to our hearts, 


we ought to prize him above all things, and make it our 
whole study to please and serve him.—The sign of the Jul 
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make us think of the stubborn nature of sinners, and how 


"hard they are to be brought into subjection to the will of 


Gov ; they are like to a bullock unaccuſtomed to the yoke, 
and like a wild bull in a net, so furious and impatient .of 
controul.— The s gn of the Vine should put us in mind of 
CarisT, he expressly, says, I am the Vine : Now let us 
consider, Are we- the branches: may every one who reads 
the words, put the question home to themselves, Am I a 
branch ? It is a think of iufinite importance; if we have 
not a true and living union with Car1$T, we shall certainly 
perish ; if upen diligedt search we have good ground to 
conclude that-we are a branch in the true Vine, then let us 
take heed that we bear much fruit, to the glory of Gop, 
and be daily living upan our dear Saviour, and receiving 
nourishments and supplies of grace from him.—The eat 
Sheaf is also an emblem of CarisrT ; does wheat become 
bread ? so does Fzsvus !. he took our nature upon him; for 
us became flesh, and is the bread ot life to nourish our 
immortal souls, each hungry soul will cry, Lord evermore 
give me this bread; this is lite-giving bread ; Car1sT's flesh 
is'meat indeed, and that dear flesh he gave for the life of 
his redeemed ones ; these too are the sacramental signs, by 
vhich we are to remember our suffering Saviour. O may 
ve eat of that bread, and drink of that cup by faith, till 
we ire called to sce Jesus faee to face, and to drink of the 


fruit of the Vine, new in our Father's Kingdom, — To close all, 


from the sign of the Coffin. let us think of the end of all 
things here below; son time with us shall be no more, 
ae end of all things is at hand; DRA rE entere:h into the 
world by sin, and has past upon all that ever came into 
the worid, two only cxcepted ; *tis the gate to immortality, 
even Cunisr himself went through that gate; we can none 
of us be exempted from it; let us not be uneasy at the 
thoughts of it, but let our main concern be, whether we 
are prepared for it, by being washed in the blood of Chrizz, 
cloathed in his righteousness, and sanRified! by the Holy 
Spirit; if so, Death will be only like a kind messenger, 
come to fetch us away to glory; in thi? glass we may be- 
hold the vanity of all things here below, they are all fading 
and dying away, therefore let us live as strangers and pil- 
grims here on earth, we are only exiles here; and in Jtaiab 
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O let me bear that gracigus 


4 


1 am à captive exile, Lord, 


(18 55 


And long to be set ſree, 


= 


Come sinner, come to me. 


I want to see my Saviour's face, 
And know his precious love, 
"To rest in his beloy'd embrace, 

Like. happy paints above. 


1 can't be satisfied below; 
In this poor barren land, 
9 blessed -]usus, let me know, 
F hose Joys at the right-hand, 


/ And then, with all _ glorious hosts 


I'll sing aloud, and say. 


In — the Laan i lh my 'boast, 


He bought this endless 4 


| He looszd the heavy honds of ein, 


With which my soul was bound, 
Cent took the captive exile in, 
The e a 1 
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it is #aid, 7h captive exile. havttmith, . 
„und may that be the desire of every renewed. soul, 


 andthen they will-be able, with Mer ctr this, N 
the following words : 
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